Build Your Own Off-Grid Cabin 


By LaMar Alexander 


http://www.simplesolarhomesteading.com 





This cabin design is for a 14x14 off-grid cabin which is the exact same cabin that | have lived in for over 
15 years. Many rural counties still allow people to build a dry cabin on their own property under 200 
square feet for recreational or temporary living. There are usually some county rules that apply. The 
cabin has to be under 200 sqare feet (check with your county) and must not be on a permanent 
foundation so it could be moved, and it may not be hooked to any permanent power source, water 
source or septic utility. Always check with your county before doing any building. 


COST: | built my cabin for under $2000 and used recycled doors and windows and some rough sawn 
lumber but most of the materials were new and available at any lumber yard. 


FOUNDATION: All cabins need a good foundation and old homestead cabins usually used whatever rocks 
they could find for a solid foundation and you could still do that but now we have Deck Blocks that are 
designed just for that purpose and these are available at any home supply store. 


POWER AND LIGHTS: I use a small solar electric and wind turbine system but kerosene lamps would be 
fine or if you are just using it for recreation a small generator would work or go no power and rough it. 


SEPTIC SYTEM: | use a composting toilet and my porta-potty is emptied once a week into an outside 
solar composter. You can get commercial composting toilets or build your own. Plans are on the web. 


2x6 Rafters 





2x4 End Wall doubled 


2x4 Studs 


2x6 floor Joists 


You can add interior walls wherever you want them and | put in a 5x7 bathroom and a full loft or you 
could go with a half loft as pictured. If you place the loft height a 7 feet you will have approximately 7 
feet of head room to the peak in the loft. Plenty of room in the loft for a bedroom and | also have my 
office up there. 


| use a small solar electric and wind turbine for power and that cabin is setup like a self-contained RV 
with a 25 gallon water tank and DC water pump and | use a composting toilet. | have a propane stove 
and a wood stove for cooking and heating water. 


You can make these cabins as rustic and backwoods as you want or have a few niceties if you want. 
Materials can be recycled and I used recycled doors and windows and rough sawn lumber and recycled 
cedar fence for interior work. The front porch is optional but what is a cabin without a nice front porch 
and a rocking chair. | used logs and rough sawn wood for the porch. 


So that is my 14x14 off-grid cabin design and | have been living in mine for over 15 years. | have no 
house payments and no utility bills and | hunt and fish and raise a garden and animals for most of my 
food so my living expenses are very low. That lets me spend more time in the backwoods doing what | 
enjoy and adventuring. 


If you like the cabin and want more information | have lots of videos of all the systems | use on youtube: 
http://www.youtube.com/solarcabin 


LaMar 


